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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 6373 
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TAGS: PFOR, BG, AS, UK 

SUBJ: FORMER AIR FORCE CHIEF NAMED HIGH COMMISSIONER TO 
AUSTRALIA; CAREER DIPLOMATIC APPOINTED TO UK 

1. ACCORDING TO FOREIGN OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENT PUBLISHED 
IN DACCA PRESS DECEMBER 27, AIR VICE MARSHAL ABDUL 
KARIM KHANDOKAR, FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF OF BANGLADESH 

AIR FORCE, HAS BEEN NAMED HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
BANGLADESH TO AUSTRALIA. IN ADDITION, THE MFA AN- 
NOUNCED THE APPOINTMENT OF A.F.M. ABUL FATEH, PRESENTLY 
AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE, AS HIGH COMMISSIONER TO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 

2. AIR VICE MARSHAL KHANDOKAR LOST HIS JOB AS CHIEF 
OF THE AIR FORCE STAFF ON OCTOBER 18 OF THIS YEAR WHEN 
HE WAS REPLACED BY VICE MARSHAL M.G. TAWAB WHO IS NOW 
ALSO A DEPUTY CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR. AT THE 
TIME, THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT SAID THAT KHANDOKAR'S 
TENURE AS CHIEF OF AIR FORCE HAD "EXPIRED' 1 ; HE WAS MADE 
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AFFAIRS. KHANDOKAR REPORTEDLY WAS CONSIDERED TOO 
CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH THE REGIME OF SHEIKH MUJIBUR 
RAHMAN TO RETAIN HIS AIR FORCE POSITION. 

3. BIOGRAPHIC NOTES: KHANDOKAR. BORN IN 1930 IN 

PABNA DISTRICT, WAS COMMISSIONED AS A FLIGHT CADET AND 
ENLISTED IN THEPAKISTAN AIR FORCE (PAF) IN 1951. 

DURING THE 1950'S, HE SERVED PRINCIPALLY AS A FIGHTER 
PILOT AND INSTRUCTOR. IN 1960 HE ATTENDED A COURSE 
FOR INSTRUTMENT RATING EXAMINERS IN THE UNITED STATES; 
UPON HIS RETURN IN 1961 HE BECAME SQUADRON COMMANDER 
AT THE PAF ACADEMY IN RISALPUR. FROM 1962-1964 HE 
COMMANDED THE JET CONVERSION SQUADRON AT MAURIPAR, 
REPORTEDLY THE SECOND LARGEST PAF SQUADRON, AND IN 1965 
ATTENDED THE STAFF COLLEGE AND WAS PROMOTED TO WING 
COMMANDER. HE LATER SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE PLANNING 
BOARD AT AIR MUADQUARTERS IN PESHAWAR AND AS OFFICER 
COMMANDING THE ADMINISTRATIVE WING OF THE PAF BASE IN 
DACCA. IN 1970 HE WAS PROMOTED TO THE RANK OF GROUP 
CAPTAIN. AFTER MARCH 25, 1971, HE ACTED AS DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE MUKTI BAHINI AND ORGANIZED ITS 
MINUSCULE AIR WING. ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL BIO, HE 
WAS THE OFFICIAL REP OF BANGLADESH TO ACCEPT 
THE INSTRU- 
MENTS OF SURRENDER AT THE END OF THE INDO-PAK WAR IN 
DEC. 1971. AFTER LIBERATION HE WAS PROMOTED APRIL 1972 
TO RANK OF AIR COMMODORE AND MADE CHIEF OF AIR STAFF OF 
THE NEWLY FORMED BAD; IN SEPTEMBER 1973, HE WAS PROMO- 
TED TO AIR VICE MARSHAL. KHANDOKAR IS MARRIED AND HAS 
TWO SONS AND ONE DAUGHTER. REPORTEDLY HE IS A "KEEN 
SPORTMAN AND IS FOND OF SQUASH AND FOOTBALL." 

4. AF.F.M. ABUL FATEH, BORN IN 1926 AND EDUCATED AT 
DACCA UNIVERSITY, JOINED THE PAKISTAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
IN 1946. HE SERVED IN PARIS, CALCUTTA (1953), 

WASHINGTON (1956), PRAGUE (1965), AND NEW DELHI. 

HE WAS DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CALCUTTA FROM 1969- 
1970 AND THEN AMBASSADOR TO IRAQ. HE DEFECTED TO THE 
BANGALF.E CAUSE IN AUGUST 1971, JOINED THE BANGLADESH 
MISSION IN LONDON AS AMBASSADOR AT-LARGE AND HE WAS 
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A MEMEBER OF THE BDG DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
IN 1971. HE WAS FOREIGN SECRETARY BRIEFLY UNTIL HIS 
APPOINTMENT TO PARIS IN MARCH 1972. HE IS MARRIED. 
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